
 

 

 

BLOSSOMING INTO SUCCESS AT NORTHUMBRIA IN BLOOM 
 

Yet again, we returned from the annual Northumbria in Bloom 
ceremony with some well-deserved awards. This year was even more 
significant because it recognised the very great contribution that 
residents have made during 2019. 
 

For the first time, we entered the Northumbria in Bloom competition as 
a ‘Small Village’. This meant that judging criteria became a lot harder! 
Despite this, we not only won a gold but also bagged the award for the 
‘Best New Entry’. It is testament to the whole Middleton Hall village that 
we won this award, as community involvement makes up a huge part of 
the scoring. Well done to everyone for all their efforts – the accolades 
are down to you all.  
 

The allotment group also entered for the first time this year and won a silver gilt award - excellent for a first-time entry, 
and now just the gold to chase next year! David Gaskell, Tony and Barbara Crompton attended the ceremony on behalf 
of the allotment group.  

Special mention must be made of Pat Webb, who also 
attended and received an ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ award 
which recognises volunteer gardeners in their community. 
All in all, it was a wonderful day out. All felt honoured to 
receive recognition from a professional, outside body such 
as this. 

 

 

Along with the awards, we received a small cash prize of 

£50. This has been added to a sum that has been used to 

order …… 15,000 daffodil bulbs! They will be planted along 

the main Woodland Drive - something that all of us will 

enjoy in spring. So! Anyone who would like to help with 

planting?! Your help is welcome.  The Estates team will be 

at work there every day from Monday 7th – Friday 11th from 

11.00am to 1.00pm.  
 

More news from the Estates team - As the temperature drops and we turn to cosy evenings in, may we remind you that 

Middleton Hall logs are now for sale. A load of 60 logs costs £12.00 per load, with a bag of 30 at £3.00 plus 50p bag deposit. 

Please order from the Estates team if you would like an order to be dropped off (on site) or pick up a bag at the greenhouse 

and make a payment to the honesty box.



 

 

CELEBRATING BBC MUSIC DAY 2019 

 

Music is something that we know is dear to the hearts of 

many residents. It cheers, soothes, relaxes and leads us 
to our cherished memories.  
 

The BBC holds an annual Music Day with a 2019 

theme of ‘music and wellbeing; the power of music to 

inspire, bring us together and make a positive impact’. 

This is right up our street; we joined in and had a great 

day. 

Each of the care services organised a get 

together with coffee and cake whilst listening 

to music in some way. Middleton Court had a 

coffee morning, involving all residents 

including those in their rooms. Hotel and 

Supported Living of Middleton Gardens both had coffee 
afternoons with cake made by the kitchen and scones 

made by carer Gill Ashman. Middleton Oaks had a 

dancing afternoon using the music device Alexa with 

some impressive cakes for an afternoon tea style event. 

Middleton Grove had coffee and cake in the reading 
room and had a ‘meet Alexa’ event (aren’t we getting 

high tech these days?!). 
 

You can tell that cakes as well as music were a 

central feature. Thanks to the Kitchen team for 
some fun and not to mention delicious musical note 

cupcakes. 

STRICTLY COME LUNCHEON 

 

Even with the rain teaming down outside, nothing could 

put a dampener on this year’s North East Ladies Day 

charity luncheon. Over 500 ladies including Middleton 

Woods residents and co-owners enjoyed a full 

programme of entertainment in the Grand Marquee at 

Hardwick Hall Hotel.   
 

The highlight was Strictly Come Dancing celebrity, the 
elegant and debonair dancer Ian Waite who shared with 

the audience his amusing stories and gossip from the 

show.  Our lovely Jean Barr, founder and president of the 

charity was the envy of many as she took her place next 

to him at lunch.  The charity, throughout its 37-year 

history has raised over £320,000 for local north eastern 

charities, something the Queen recognises annually with 

a personal letter to Jean.  

 

CREATURE COMFORTS  
 

Loved the annual visit from 
Kirkleatham Owl Centre! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 

POTTERY GROUP IS ALL FIRED UP 
Les Simpson has written a great account of the Raku firing 
day: 

“On Friday 4th October, 
eleven budding potters 
applied the Raku glazes to 
their bisque fired works of 
art. We were joined by 
some very experienced 
potters, including Carolyn 
Corfield, who previously 
helped at one of our 
workshops and is 
currently featured at the 
‘East Meets West’ 
exhibition at the Oriental 
Museum, Durham. 
 

The glazes, along with the kiln were provided by Carol 
Newmarch, another very experienced and well-
travelled potter. A feeling of apprehension was in the 
air whilst glazing, not knowing how each glaze might 
turn out! 
 

On the Saturday, 
the gas fired kiln 
was ignited 
whilst we 
waited for our 
pots to emerge – 
removed from 
the kiln using 
long metal 
tongs. The fired 
pieces were 
placed in a large drum of sawdust to cool the pieces 
rapidly. Lots of sparks and smoke! 
 

On cooling down, the pots were cleaned in water using 
a brush or metal wire. During the day, other interested 
parties came to watch, and in true potter style, we had 
an informal lunch. For information some potters even 
like to camp out. Not me! The weather was ideal for the 
day. Some of the pieces will be on display in the cabinet 
in the Spa. 
 

Thanks to Carol and of course to Middleton Hall for 
having such delightful facilities. We are really lucky.” 

 

INDEPENDENT RESIDENT DETAILS 
May we remind residents of The Waterside and 
Middleton Woods that we keep an emergency file 

containing contact numbers and any important medical 

information that we may need in case of an emergency. 

If there are any changes to these, could you let us know 

so that we can ensure that we have the most up to date 

information when dealing with an emergency. Thank 

you. 

GENT’S DAY  
Local barber Paul 
Swain will keep our 
gentlemen in fine 
fettle! At his ‘Gents’ 
Day’ on the first 
Monday of every 
month at Middleton 
Hall, he will expertly 
give haircuts, wet 
shaves and beard 
trims to our 
residents. All with 

cheerful repartee of course. Do pop in between 9.30am - 
4.00pm. There is no need to book. A list of prices is 
available any time at Middleton Spa. 
 

ALSO … Sarah Olney, who recently joined as therapist, 

has launched a new range of treatments, all at £15.00. 

They include tempting treats such as Malaysian Foot and 
Ankle Massage, Macademia Foot or Hand Scrub and 

Frangipani and Magnolia Luxury Oil Hand and Arm 

Massage. Remember that all residents of Middleton 
Gardens, Court and Oaks have a £15.00 voucher per 

month, to be used for either Sarah or Wendy’s 

treatments.  
  

REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE           
4.00PM, 10TH NOVEMBER 

Last year, residents suggested they would like a 
Remembrance Day service instead of the usual Holy 
Communion at this thoughtful, sensitive time. Reverend 
Adrian Thorp agreed, and the service was indeed well 
received by all who attended.  
 

As a result, Adrian and Hazel with the Middleton Hall 
singing group will lead another Remembrance Day 
service on Sunday 10th November at 4.00pm in the 
Restaurant. Please note that this is a slightly earlier time 
than the usual Holy Communion time of 4.30pm. 

 

GRAND LUNCHEON PHOTOGRAPHS 
The photographer took lots of fabulous photos at the 

recent Grand Luncheon. We have put these on the 

computer in the Library so that you can have a good look 
through. There are 77 of them! 
 

Click on the desktop (ask Reception if you would like 

help). Photos are numbered. If you would like to order a 
print one on paper (20p each) or have the original 

emailed to you so you can have it printed on 

photographic paper yourself, please let Reception know. 

Look out for the 2019 Customer Satisfaction 

Survey, due out soon in November 



 

 

THE STABLES SHOP 

Whereas many people use The Stables shop regularly, we 

are aware that some are not up to date on what it offers 

and how it can help. 
 

The Stables aims to stock those convenient items such as 

milk, eggs, bread, chocolate and toiletries. Remember 

that staff can collect things for less mobile residents and 

sign on their behalf (the total being added to their 

account). We welcome suggestions about what you 

would like to buy there; feedback sheets are available in 

the shop itself. 

CHRISTMAS BROCHURE…COMING SOON 
The Christmas brochure will be out later this week, 
highlighting all the tempting social and dining events this 
year.  
 

Unbelievably, it is only 6 weeks until the Christmas Craft 
Fair (23rd November). Feedback last year tells us that 
people would like to see a tombola there. With the 
Middleton Hall charitable trust soon to launch, we agree 
and have added it to the programme. Fundraising success 
in previous years have been down to the generous 
donations from residents, co-owners and families. If you 
have any contributions this year, please hand them in to 
reception. Thank you. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS …. 
To St George’s Medical Practice, who have been ranked 

78th nationally in a GP survey undertaken. Great news!  
 

PAM MOONEY  
You will be aware by now that Pam Mooney, Operations 
Director will be leaving us on 18th October to spend more 
time with her family and friends. Pam will be very much 
missed by residents and co-owners alike. An informal 
gathering will be arranged for residents and co-owners 
to say goodbye; details to be confirmed shortly. 
 

MOVIE NIGHTS 
VENUE: VISION ROOM TIME: 6.30PM 

 

Friday 11th Oct  The Crown Series 1, episodes 

3 & 4 

Friday 18th Oct  Keeping Mum 

Friday 25th Oct  Phantom of the Opera 
 

COMING UP IN NOVEMBER 
Tuesday 5th   Bonfire Night Buffet 
Wednesday 13th ‘Celebration of the Sea’ 

Evening 
Wednesday 20th  Greek Night 
Wednesday 27th  ‘Around the World’ a la Carte 

Evening 
   

OTHER IMPORTANT DATES   
Holy Communion – At 4.30pm on 13th and 27th October 
in the Vision Room. 

Chiropody – Ben Hay will next visit Middleton Hall on 

14th and 15th October then 25th and 26th November. 
 

MEMORY CORNER  

Fondest memories, much loved, never forgotten X 
Heather Wane  

 

 

DINING EVENTS TO TICKLE YOUR 

TASTEBUDS & MAKE YOU SMILE 
 

VOULEZ-VOUS? ABBA-ESQUE  

16th OCTOBER 

 
 

‘Take a chance” on Receptionist Gail Jones and the 

rest of her band, who will be entertaining diners at 

the 70’s Evening. It promises to be a fun evening – 

your 70’s favourite dishes with live music. Mamma 

Mia! Book at The Orangery!  

 

GENT’S CHOICE EVENING 

23rd OCTOBER 
We take residents’ contributions and ideas seriously 

and when Alan Mackie, Jack McGinn, David Gent and 

Brian Jackson asked if they could design a menu, we 

said “Of course!”  
 

Come along and enjoy the result. A novel idea, and 

we think a great one. Ladies – would you like to 

design one too?! 

 

BONFIRE NIGHT TUES 5th NOVEMBER 

Fireworks 6.00pm FREE 

Bonfire Buffet 7.00pm £15.95 
An annual favourite for all ages. Buy tickets at the 

Orangery for the buffet. 

 


